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APRIL 2009 Staying Connected! 
  Lucille Ball once said, “One of the things I learned the hard way was that it doesn't pay to get discouraged. Keeping busy 
and making optimism a way of life can restore your faith in yourself.”  Keeping busy and making optimism a way of life can be a problem 
for many of us.  Let’s make up our minds to eliminate that problem.  When you take a look at the good things happening around our Dis-
trict you can’t help but remain optimistic.  If the Lord be for us, then who can be against us. 

 Special thanks to Don Gilbert for his faithful help and support to Ceres Echoes of Praise. Brother Gilbert rallied many of our min-
isters and church members to finish up the church remodel.  Way to go everybody!  We are indebted to all of you that helped.  A special 
celebration service is planned for April 20, 2009 at 7 pm.  Pastor Hukill from Lemoore New Life PCG will be ministering.  Please come out 
to help celebrate with praise and worship unto the Lord for all the great things He has done.   

 Convention 2009 was just incredible.  So many good things to report here.  Ray Rodriguez preached an awesome message that 
challenged the youth of our district.  Hundreds of  young people were in the alters and were blessed.  It was so nice to have Jan and Gail 
Lake with us during convention.  Jan ministered at the World Mission’s service and Gail ministered at the ladies rally.  The power of God 
fell in both of these services.  Over $31,000.00 was raised in one single night for our missionaries, Grady and Becky Pickett.  They will 
now be able to get that four wheel drive vehicle that they desperately need.  Thank you, Central Cal, you are the best givers ever!  Vernon 
Smith ministered in the memorial service as we remembered those precious ministers who have gone on before us.  Ray J. Smith, David 
Gee, Lowell Finney, K.B. Shoemaker, Joseph Russell and Don Shute will forever be remembered by this great district.  Congratulations to 
our newly ordained ministers of the Pentecostal Church of God.  Jan Lake presented Samuel Hernandez, Kelly Gill, and Paula Rodriguez 
with their ordination certificates.  WOW!  The ordination service was packed with so much excitement.  Thank you, for praying with the 
Bishop prior to the convention and thank you again, for your giving.  The budget for convention was met and we give God all the praise! 

 Pastor Juan Uriostegui has finished up all of the remodel work at the Winton Church PCG.  Bishop Culver was able to attend on 
a week night service and view the newly remolded facilities.  They are just beautiful.  Pastor Juan on a Wednesday night had over 350 in 
attendance.  It’s just amazing to see what the Lord is doing.    

 Chris and Natalie Martin have started a new work in the city of Delhi, Living Grace.  They already have over fifty in attendance.  
They are currently renting the Harmony elementary school gymnasium.  Please help us pray for their success.  Pastor Chris has scheduled 
an encounter 2009 Conference on September 20-27.  Covenants and Impartations will be the theme.  The speakers will include Reggie 
Powers, David Crone, Tim Sumner, Rob Culver, and Kenneth Albin.  Please pray about supporting this new work with your prayers and 
financial support.  Donations can be sent to Pastor Chris Martin,  2411 Yalonda Lane,  Turlock, CA  95382.               (Continued on Back)    

Oakhurst What a thrill it is to tell you the good news of Oakhurst!  Brother and Sister Vollmer are 
doing such a great job there.  New families have been added to the church and there is substantial growth.  They 
have had as many as 70 people for special services.  The property has been utilized for as many as 9 conferences 
in 2008.  The church name has been changed to Oasis Church of Oakhurst.  The district is very proud of the 
Vollmers and their dedication to God!  Keep up the good work, you guys ROCK! 
 

District prayer meeting is every Tuesday from 7 to 8:30 pm.  Please join us as we seek God for revival in our 
District.  



FAITH HAPPENINGS 

. 

  
 District News: Welcome New pastors, Eddie Forsythe - Sanger Bethel Community, Bob 
McClough - Dos Palos Lighthouse, Chris Martin - Delhi Living Grace, Fred Hanshew - Turlock Good 
News Tabernacle, Rene Covarrubia - Kerman New Day Worship Center, and Hector Garcia -  Men-
dota Maranatha PCG.   
 
 Two more new churches are in the works.  More information will be given by the next 
news letter.  Pastor Rene Covarrubia has started a new work in Kerman and Hector Garcia has started 
a new work in Mendota.  Praise the Lord!   If you would like to financially support any of these new 
works please feel free to contact these pastors or you can call the district office. 
 
 Hollister New Beginnings and Pastor John Hall just completed the remodeling of their fel-
lowship hall.  It is beautiful.  Bishop Culver was able to visit and view the lovely facilities.  Way to go 
Pastor John! 
 
 Just one more item of good news.  Pastor Mike Hamilton informed Bishop that his church, 
Calvary World Outreach Center, was able to paint the outside and inside of their church debt free.  To 
God be the glory!  
 
 Mendota In His Hands is still looking for a Pastor.  If you are interested you can contact 
David Moore at (559) 779-7291.   
 
 
  
 
SMILE YOU ARE IN KENYA 
 
 Under the leadership of Karen Ming of New Hope Family Church in Selma, California, she 
and eight from Selma, Fresno and Orville went to Nairobi Kenya the day after Thanksgiving, 08.  
Bishop Jefferson Nyatuka, the founder and pastor of Calvary Covenant Centre PC of God along with 
his staff and congregation made our stay so wonderful. 
 It was exciting to note that the Bishop was personally responsible for funding over 300 pas-
tors and leaders which definitely speaks of his commitment and love for others.  We preached and 
worshiped until we were physically exhausted but spiritually renewed.  Our team of young people 
taught, prayed, and played with 1000 children until they were physically spent and could go no more; 
always with joyful and bright smiles. 
 Every service was full of exuberant praise and worship as the 2300 in attendance came to-
gether with a common cause of lifting up the Name of Jesus.  With 150 pastors and over 500 leaders 
plus teens and children, there were six countries represented. 
 Karen Ming (Mama Ming as they call her) with Sara Robinson and Bishop Nyatuka traveled 
to Tanzania where we ministered to pastors and leaders under the covering of Bishop Anyimike Mwa-
kalasya.  Sara remembers Tanzania this way:  “The Tanzanians were so desperate for God’s word and 
encouragement it was if they would grab our words out of the air and just consume them without leav-
ing a crumb.  With every look, hug and message we gave they melted, then stood stronger and taller.”  
Thank you Lord for the opportunity to serve the people of Africa.  We can’t wait to go back. 
 
       Submitted by: Karen Ming 

THE FAMILY 
THAT PRAYS 

 Orrin Hudson, a former 
Alabama state trooper, is teach-
ing chess to 14 students in an 
after-school program. He uses 
the ancient game to instill a fun-
damental life lesson. They will win 
or lose because of choices they 
make, in real life and on the 
chess board. Hudson, 41, figures 
he has taught chess to 15,000 
kids in Georgia, Alabama, Ken-
tucky, Nevada and Washington 
state. He knows that what he's 
pushing won't save every child in 
the room. But he's hoping chess 
might rescue one, the way it did 
him. 

 Listen to what one child 
said about his chess lessons, 
“When you play chess, all your 
pieces have a clear purpose. Just 
like in life. You have to make sure 
you make the right move at the 
right time.” --Ronald Jackson, 15 

 Wow!  That’s a smart 
boy!  No doubt it pays to be a 
good mentor to your children.    

 Someone said, “Parents 
can only give good advice or put 
their children on the right path, 
but the final forming of a person's 
character lies in their own hands.”    
I think that it is very important to 
set your children up for success 
and making the right moves in 
life.  The Bible teaches us that we 
can do this.  Proverbs 22:6 says 
to Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it.  Parents, 
we have a responsibility to train 
our children to make the right 
moves. 

It’s all about souls for the King-
dom, 

 
Bishop Rob  

Pentecostal Church of God 
610 Pico 

Clovis, CA 93612 
559.292.1214 

(Continued from front)  A special thanks to Pas-
tor Tim Sumner and Pastor Robert Norman for 
hosting our 2009 convention.  Your labor of love 
and sacrifice will always be greatly appreciated.   
 
District Camp Meeting 2009 will be at Porter-
ville New Life Center.  Start making your plans to 
attend.  Home Mission’s Director Pat Wilson will 
be our speaker.  


